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2008 Awards


Champion’s Award
The Champion’s award is the most prestigious of all the awards.  It is presented to the team best representing the true meaning of the FLL and FIRST with their enthusiasm and inspiration to others.  The FIRST LEGO League experience is more than building robots and competitions.  It starts with the robot, but most important, defines how individuals unite to form a team, the positive effect it has on each of them as individuals and team members, and how they share this experience with others.  They demonstrate respect, encouragement and continued gracious professionalism, giving this team the honor of serving as a values role model for FIRST and the FIRST LEGO League Program.  
Champion’s Award – Runner Up
Robot Design (1st, 2nd, & 3rd place)
A winning design is predicated on three distinct elements:  innovative design, robust design, and programming elements, which in conjunction with one another, makes a robot and its team of designers, programmers and builders stand out.  The team awarded this trophy demonstrated to the judges their use and understanding of:

· Unique or original mechanisms, or strategies when attempting the missions

· Application of sound mechanical principles resulting in a solid, consistent and dependable robot

· Development of an effective and efficient program to run the robot.
Performance (1st, 2nd, & 3rd place)
This award is presented to the two teams whose robots achieved the top scores on the competition field.

Research (1st, 2nd, & 3rd place)
The research presentation award is presented to the team whose quality research, innovative solutions, and creative presentation best reflect an in-depth understanding of the various scientific disciplines and issues involved with the Challenge research assignment.  The team awarded this trophy demonstrated to the judges:

· The use and understanding of diverse resources used to formulate an in-depth & through explanation of the teams’ point of view and solution to the research assignment.

· Thought provoking and innovative resolution, including how and why it was chosen.

· An imaginative, creative presentation demonstrating the teams’ research and solution.

Teamwork (1st, 2nd, & 3rd place)
Teamwork is necessary to succeed in FIRST LEGO League, and is the key ingredient in any team.  This award is presented to the team that best demonstrates extraordinary enthusiasm and spirit, exceptional partnership, and the utmost respect to their own teammates, and in their support and encouragement of fellow teams.  The team presented this trophy demonstrated to the judges:

· Confidence, energy, and enthusiasm

· Problem solving skills

· Understanding and respect of others

· Team interaction and group dynamics 

Rookie Team Award (3 awards)
FLL veteran teams know that success at the tournament only comes after hours of hard work.  Rookie teams sense it, but don’t really understand how all the pieces fit together until their first tournament experience is coming to a close.  This award goes to the team who made an all-around outstanding showing as a rookie.

Judge’s Award – Outstanding Effort (3 awards)
The Judge’s Award for Outstanding Effort is presented to a team that the Judging Panel has determined should be recognized for their outstanding effort. 
Judge’s Award – Against All Odds (1 award)
This award goes to the team that improvised and overcame a difficult situation while still making a respectable showing.  It is given to the team that best exemplifies “We can overcome incredible odds if we never give up, no matter what!”
2008-02 AwardsDefinition.doc         Louisiana FIRST LEGO League Tournament


